



1917 .. RD Sst 4. 558 


=. 
Batoum (Tiflis). 
December 4th. 


U.F.S. thro 
Embagsy, Petrograd. 


12106 








1206 | ReceinbalaN 19 ISIE) 


: 
t 


(Subject.) 
Consul Stevens. 


site APMENIAN BEFUGEES IN CAUCASUS 


Appeals for relief by United Armenian 
Refugee Organisations. 


Last Paper. 











( Minutes.) 


frat, ey Pocpow 

She atpane 
ee ee 
ri Pur ale hart . hyn 


oy Zed 
PG dine Suhselauen- of Caserey 


he als Kin aoe © 
leave oe 
o we tonyot 





Mar rire 
1ZI(CG | 
} 

, JAN 14 False 

Tiflis Re se EE 

No.36. ( )» | 
December 4th. 1917. 
Sir, 


I have the honour to herewith enclose the original 
we - of a commnication received at this Consulate to-day 
from the Committee of the United Armenian Refugee 
Organizations praying for assistance in the relief of 
Armenian fugitives in this country. 

It would appear that the grants assigned by the 
Russian Government in aid of Armenian refugees in the 
Caucasus have not been forthcoming since the month of 
July last. Dire necessity and the terrible state of 
destitution in which the refugees find themselves 
compel the Committee to make an appeal for funds for 
their relief to the British Government and charitably 
-disposed persons in the United Kingdom. 

I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, 


His Britannic Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State 
_ for Foreign Affairs, 
Foreign Office, 
Bares I ondo ~ 
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United Council of Armenian Refugees Relief Organizations appeals 
to you for the pecinreiic condition of three hundred thousand 


refugees, ten thousand orphans and thirty thousand school boys 
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er Foreign Office, 
January 1918. 


yin Williams, Be 5. < . 


use Of Conmons. 
Sir:- 

I am directed by Mr. Secretary 
Balfour to state that he has received 
from His Majesty's Consul at Tiflis a 
communication from the Committee of 
United Armenian Refugee Organisations, 
requesting assistance in the relief of 
Armenian refugees in the Caucasus. 

Mr. Stevens states that the crants 
assigned by the Russian Government in 
_aid of Armenian refugees appear not to 
have been forthcoming since the month of 
aoe last, and that the terrible state 
| of destitution in which the refugees 
now find themselves has compelled the 
|above Committee to make an appeal for 


| 
| funds for their relief. 


i 


(Sianed.) R. Grahas. 
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12106/8/38. 
FOREIGN CYFICK, 


Jamary 23rd, 1918. 


Sir:- 

I am directed by lr. Secretary Balfour to state 
that he has received from His Majesty*s Consul at Tiflis 
@ commmication from the Committee of United Armenian 
Refugee Organisations, requesting assistance in the relief 
of Armenian refugees in the Caucasus. 

Mr. Stevens states that the grants assigned by 
the Russian Govermnent in aid of Armenian refugees 
appear not to have been forthcoming since the month of 
July last, and that the terrible state of destitution in 
which the refugees now find themselves has compelled the 
above Comittee to make an appeal for funds for their 


relief. 
I an, 


Sir 
Your most cbhedient 
humble Servant, 
(Signed) R. Grakhar. 
ineurim Williams, Esq., M.P.« 
House of Commons. | 
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TELEPHONE: 
VICTORIA 2531. 47 VICTORIA STREET, 


LONDON, S.W.1. 


Jany. 25th. 1918 ~----~- -——- 
Dear Sir Ronald Grahan, 16628 


We have been receiving most disquieting rmeports about ' 

the condition of the Turkish Armenian refugees in the, Gay 
who are in great danger of extinction by starvation." “a Rms pegite Ja 
Government has practically discontinued the very small per capita 
allowance it was making to the refugees, and seeing how all classes 
of Armenians and others are situated in Russia today, it is ex— 
tremely difficult for the wealthier Armenians in Russia to do much 
more than they are doing today to alleviate the sufferings of 
their compatriots. Under the circumstances we are receiving 
urgent appeals for financial assistance. 

The amount needed to stave off the danger until next 
summer is estimated at between 5 to 6 million roubles, which in 
sterling would mean today between £120,606 and £150,000, say £200,000, 
Seeing that the Armenian Regulars and the Armenian volunteers 
are doing all they can in the Allied cause, it has struck me 
whether the British Government would not see its way to place us 
under yet one more obligation by immediately préviding this amount, 
either on its owm account or jointly with the French Government. 
I need hardly point out the effect on the Armenian Regular and 
voluntesr combatants, on the one hand if their compatriots were 
dying off by starvation, and on the other hand if they were saved 
with the assistance of England and/or France. 

The total number of the refugees in the Caucasus is about 
306,600 men, women and children. The assistance required is for 
one half of this number viz: 150,000, I need hardly add that 
the funds if provided would maturally be expended tinder the control 
and supervision of British and/or French officials. 

Trusting that it may be possible for the British Government 
to render the immediate assistance asked for, and with apologies 
for troubling you so often, 


I remain, Yours sincerely, 


- 


Member of the enian National 
Sir sce ae a. Delegation. 
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= Wacreaies wwe: 47 VICTORIA STREET, 


LONDON, s.w.1. 
Jany. 25th. 1928 
Bear Sir Ronala Grahan, 

Please accept my grateful thanks for your king 
favour of the 23ra instant, the contents of Which will no 
doubt be as fully appreciatea by Messrs. Hacobian Brothers 
Gc whom I am communicating them) as they are by myself. 

With renewea thanks, 


I remain, 
oe 


tan caglank, 


‘ 
a 


Sir Ronald Graham, 
The Foreign Office, 
Downing Street, S.W.l 
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VICTORIA 2531. 47 VICTORIA STREET, 


LONDON, S.w. 2. 





Jany. 25th. 1918 
"ear Sir Mark Sykes, 


Enclosed Please fina copy of letter I wrote to Sir 
© subject of starving Armenian refugees 


n the Caucasus. I thought you would like to see it. 


Yours sincere ly, 


-eut.-Colonel sir Mark Sykes s Bart., 
‘¢@ Foreign Office 


wning Street, s.w. 1. 


v 
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COPY. 


Jany. 2otn. I::I8 
Dear Sir Ronald Granan, 


We have beenrccciving most disquieting rerorts about 
the e-ndition of the Turkish Armenian refugees in the .Caucasus, 
who are in great danzer of extinction by starvation. The Russian 
Government has practically discontinued the very small rer capita 
allowanee it was making to the refugees, and seeing how all classes 
of Armenians and others are situated in Russia today, it is ex- 
tremely difficult for the wealthier Armenians in Russia to do much 
more than they are doing today to alleviate the sufferings of 
their compatriots. Under the circumstances we are receiving 
urgent appeals for financial assistance. 
The amount necdeg to stave off the danrer until next’ 
summer is estimated at between 5 to 6 million roubles, which is 
sterling would mean today *etween £12C,C0@ and £150,000, say £200,000, 
Seeing that the Armenian Regulars and the Armenian volunteers 
are doing aii they can in the Allied cause, it has struck me 
whether tho British Government would not see its way to place us’ 
under yet one more obligation by immediately providing this amount, 
either on its own acccunt or jointly with the French Government. 
I need hardly point out the effect on the Armenian Regular and 
volunteer combatants, on the one hand if their compatriots were 
dying cff by starvation, and on the other hand if they were saved 
with the assistance of England and/or France. , 
The total number of the refugees in the Caucasus is about 
300 ,00@ men, women and children. The assistance required is for 
one half of this number viz: 150,000, I need hardly aed tiat 
the funds if provided wou'd naturally be expended under the control 
and supervisien cf British and/or Prench officials. 
Trusting that it may be possible for the British Government 
te render te imnediate assistance asked for » and qith apologies 
for troubling you se often, ; 


I remain, Yours aiecwss 
(Signed) -JAM:ZS A MALCOLM 
eae _ Member ef the Armenian National Belezgation.- 
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Jemuery 2520. 1918..— | : 
LIEN OF ANA) 


siz Roneid @raham, 


he Foreign Office, 
Se WwW. ae 


My Gear Sir, 
Referring to my call this. morning and to your 


letter of January 25rd regarding the axmasnisn Refugeesin the 


caucasus, I beg respectfully but esmnestly to © suggest that 


the zwelief of these people should be materially helped by Bis 


vajest y's government , theough the British consul in Tiflis, 
maxing tio leet two years” wins ee 
af — eee for this weaior work 5 
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These votes rather more than exhaust our present 
funds and it is wery difficult to gt further money from the 
jpublic though we sare endesvouring to do 90. Also some time 
3g0 We sent £1,000 to Gneral Hawker st Bagasd for relief of 
refugees there. 
These people are our 4llies in this war. I bolieve 
most Of the fighting q@m the Russo-Turkish front has been done 
by thea and is being dae. 
} I vmture therefore to suggest, first, thst while 
the Apmenim men are Fighting , the yvomen and ehildren who ean 
ba reached, ought to be helped with monsy o: necessaries by the 
British Governma@mt; secmdly, that the British Government should 
send suthority to Gemers] HavKker in Bagdad to ransome Armenian women 
held by the anaba, docording to a letter and enclosure of the 
British Consul at Tiflis to the Secretary of State (No.34 Bec. 4th. 
1917) Hee —$be- Arabs sre Willing to sell ths vomen they hold. 
Comsul Stevens has sent us 2 copy of that letter and enclosure. 
I beg the. very eanest and favoursble consideration 
of the Secretary of State for these proposals. 
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‘R. Kevorkoff, 
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Dom Metropole 
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éésirons remketire fonds pour niger les refugiés arecn ieee en 
ase. ta rémise en est difficite. 8i wous pouvez 1‘ arranger, 
llez nous télégraphier ie maximum nombre de roubles que vous 
iez mous obtenir a Kieff, O@essa‘et Tiflis, contre remboursement 
ndres ou a Paris. Combien et ‘& quelle course ? > 





